Application No. 10/644,317 
Amendment Dated 1 1/1 7/2004 
Reply to Office Action of 08/24/2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A conveying structure for a cotton harvester 
row unit having an upright fore-and-aft extending cotton receiving structure with 
opposite ends, a floor structure, and a material discharge opening adjacent one of 
the ends opening into an area of reduced air pressure for removing cotton from the 
row unit, the structure comprising 

first and second fore-and-aft spaced upright tubes each having a lower air 
out le ts outlet opening adjacent the floor towards the discharge opening; and 

a source of air under pressure connected to the upright tubes for providing 
flow of air through the outlets generally horizontally t owards the opening, the flow of 
air from the air outlet of the first tube moving cotton from a forward area of the row 
unit towards the discharge opening and the b l ast flow of air from the outlet of the 
second tube sweeping the floor near the outlet to thereby prevent plugging near the 
outlet. 

Claim 2 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
upright tubes comprise row unit frame members. 

Claim 3 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
source of air under pressure includes a fore-and-aft extending air feed structure 
extending above the row unit and connected to upper ends of the upright tubes. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): Th e conv e y i ng structur e s e t forth i n c l a i m 1 A 
conveying structure for a cotton harvester row unit having an upright fore-and-aft 
extending cotton receiving structure with opposite ends, a floor structure, and a 
material discharge opening adjacent one of the ends opening into an area of 
reduced air pressure for removing cotton from the row unit, the structure comprising 

first and second fore-and-aft spaced upright tubes having lower air outlets 
opening towards the discharge opening: 

a source of air under pressure connected to the upright tubes for providing 
flow of air through the outlets towards the opening, the flow of air from the air outlet 
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of the first tube moving cotton from a forward area of the row unit towards the 
discharge opening and the flow of air from the outlet of the second tube sweeping 
the floor near the outlet to thereby prevent plugging near the outlet; and 

further including upright front and rear doffers directing cotton into the cotton 
receiving structure, and wherein the first and second upright tubes are located 
adjacent the front and rear doffers, respectively. 

Claim 5 (original): The conveying structure as set forth in claim 4 wherein 
the front and rear doffers intersect a fore-and-aft extending upright plane. 

Claim 6 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 5 wherein the 
lower air outlets are located adjacent lower ends of the doffers. 

Claim 7 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
second upright tube is offset inwardly from the first upright tube and the outlet of the 
second upright tube is aligned with one side of the material discharge opening. 

Claim 8 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 7 wherein the 
outlet of the second upright tube opens rearwardly and outwardly towards the 
material discharge opening. 

Claim 9 (original): A conveying structure for a cotton harvester row unit 
adapted for movement in a forward direction, the row unit having forward and aft 
ends, a row-receiving area, first and second fore-and-aft spaced upright harvesting 
drum structures located on one side only of the row-receiving area, an upright fore- 
and-aft extending cotton receiving structure with a floor structure located on the one 
side of the row-receiving area, and a suction opening adjacent one of the aft end, the 
conveying structure comprising 

first and second fore-and-aft spaced tubes having air outlets opening over 
the floor structure towards the suction opening; 

air conduit structure connected to the tubes and providing airflow through 
the outlets towards the suction opening, the flow of air from the air outlet of the first 
tube moving cotton rearwardly towards the suction opening and the air flow from the 
outlet of the second tube sweeping the floor near the outlet to thereby prevent 
plugging near the outlet. 

Claim 10 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 9 wherein the 
tubes comprise row unit frame members. 

Claim 11 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 9 wherein the 
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tubes are upright and the air conduit structure includes a fore-and-aft extending air 
conduit extending above the row unit and connected to upper ends of the upright 
tubes. 

Claim 12 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 9 further 
including upright front and rear doffers directing cotton into the cotton receiving 
structure, and wherein the first and second upright tubes are upright and are located 
adjacent the front and rear doffers, respectively. 

Claim 13 (original): The conveying structure as set forth in claim 12 
wherein the front and rear doffers intersect a fore-and-aft extending upright plane. 

Claim 14 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 13 wherein 
the air outlets are located adjacent lower ends of the doffers. 

Claim 15 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 9 wherein the 
second upright tube is offset inwardly from the first upright tube and the outlet of the 
second upright tube is aligned with one side of the suction opening. 

Claim 16 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 15 wherein 
the outlet of the second tube opens rearwardly and outwardly towards the suction 
opening. 

Claim 17 (original): The conveying structure set forth in claim 9 wherein the 
air conduit structure includes a first conduit section extending forwardly from the aft 
end of the row unit, a connector connecting the first conduit section to the second 
tube, a second conduit section connected to and extending forwardly from the 
connector and connected to the first tube. 

Claim 18 (original): The conveying structure as set forth in claim 17 
wherein the second conduit section extends in the fore-and-aft direction directly 
above a side of the row unit opposite the row-receiving area. 

Claim 19 (original): The conveying structure as set forth in claim 9 wherein 
the air outlets include a deflector structure for controlling air flow direction. 

Claim 20 (original): A conveying structure for a cotton harvester row unit 
adapted for movement in a forward direction, the row unit having forward and aft 
ends, a row-receiving area, fore-and-aft spaced upright harvesting drum structures 
defining a tandem drum arrangement located on one side only of the row-receiving 
area for removing cotton from a row of plants, an upright fore-and-aft extending 
cotton receiving structure with a floor structure located on the one side of the row- 
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receiving area, and a suction opening adjacent the aft end, the conveying structure 
comprising: 

means for directing a blast of air over the floor structure adjacent the forward 
drum structure towards the suction opening to propel cotton removed by the forward 
drum structure through the cotton receiving structure towards the suction opening; 
and 

means for directing an additional blast of air over the floor structure adjacent 
the aft drum structure towards the suction opening to help propel the cotton removed 
by the forward drum structure and the cotton removed by the aft drum structure 
through the suction opening. 
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